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Highlights at Harbourfront International School

¢ Exciting News from the Library! &

Library Update: 450 New Books & SmartReads Launch!

We're excited to share that 450 new books have been added
to our library! These new titles span various genres, levels, and

¥ Halloween Party Celebration &
Dear Harbourfront Families and Team,
Thank you for making this year's Halloween Party such a fun and festive

success! It was a joy to see our learners arrive in their creative

. . languages to support every reader.
costumes, full of excitement and smiles. guag PP very

14 . . '
As a candidate IB PYP school, we value celebrations that promote We're also launching our SmartReads Book Club this term!

. . . . Parents will receive catalogues featuring children’s books
international mindedness and cultural awareness. Events like Halloween w 9 9

help our learners explore traditions, express themselves, and celebrate available for purchase—pertect for growing your home library.

‘r .
the diversity that makes our community special. = Watch out for the parent letters coming soon!

With your support, we look forward to more joyful moments of learning, Thank you for supporting a strong reading culture ot HFIS.

ingl
growing, and celebrating together! Happy readlg.

Ria, Gaku,
June & Ichika




HARBOURFRONT INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
Qe ese [ ewadTes

HARBOURFRONT INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL - MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2025 EDITION

e

Our K3 learners had an unforgettable experience during their Study Trip to Singapore! The trip was filled with exploration, learning, and cultural discovery.

The children spent a wonderful day at Superland Tanglin Preschool, where they made new friends and enjoyed classroom activities together. They also
visited the Singapore Botanic Gardens, discovering the beauty of tropical plants and learning about the importance of nature and conservation.

As part of their cultural learning, the children explored Little India’s Deepavali Market, where they saw colorful decorations, traditional sweets, and festive
lights in celebration of Deepavali. They also enjoyed joining the Deepavali celebration at school, immersing themselves in songs, crafts, and cultural
performances that highlighted unity and joy.

To wrap up their amazing adventure, the group visited Merlion Park, taking in the stunning views of Marina Bay, and ended the trip with a magical evening
at the Singapore Night Satari, where they saw nocturnal animals up close and learned about wildlife in a fun, hands-on way.

It was truly a meaningful journey, one that strengthened friendships, sparked curiosity, and inspired our young learners to see the world with open hearts

and minds. @




Classroom Spotlight: Starfish Preschool 1
Our youngest learners are already demonstrating some of the IB
Learner Profile traits! In the Starfish Class, children show they
are Caring by helping friends, Inquirers by thinking and
exploring during play, and Communicators by using gestures
and expressions to share their ideas—even before using full
language. It's wonderful to see these qualities developing so
early!

November Events
This month also brings some fun and meaningful school-wide
events:

e 5- Sports Day 2025

e 10 - School Assembly (Birthday Celebrations)

e 12 - Emergency Dirill (Fire Dirill)

e 17-21 - Cooking Class Week

‘\ Learner Profile: Thinker & Risk-taker
ATL Skills focus: Communication Skills
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October’'s Theme - Teamwork

Theme Activity:

This month, we've been busy practicing for
Sports Day! The children are preparing for two
exciting races and a fun dance performance.
We've been reminding everyone how important
it is to watch carefully and listen to their
teachers, friends, and parents so we can all
enjoy the best Sports Day together!

English:

We will continue to learn useful English

Japanese:
SRIFEIEHMIMICOVTOETEICSTAMNE LT, TOF
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SBO2TITENOODHEITY, LAABRDAITERABDELDIC
BOTETELE!

Centers:

We will use different kinds of play and toys to
practice fine motor skills and build hand
strength.

Social and Emotional Learning (SEL):

We will practice working and playing together
kindly and fairly.

vocabulary and phrases through play and song.

On October 6th, we celebrated our Moon Viewing Party (Otsukimi).
The children had a wonderful time making otsukimi dango and
creating a beautiful moon-themed craft to mark the occasion. After
lunch, everyone enjoyed tasting the delicious dumplings they had
prepared — it was a sweet and memorable experience for all!

As we get closer to Sports Day, the children have been eagerly
practicing their races and dance routines. They absolutely love the
song and often sing it joyfully throughout the day! During practice,
they've been applying many of the movement skills we've learned this
year — stepping over, crawling, balancing, and running. We can't wait
to cheer them on during the big day!

We also celebrated Gaku's birthday on October 24th. He had a
wonderful time at his birthday party, and we were delighted to
welcome Gaku's mommy to our classroom. The children were so
excited to have a visitor join the celebration, making it a joyful day for
everyone.
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COMING UP

November - Routines & Transitions

November begins with an exciting event — Sports Day on
Wednesday, the 5th! The children are thrilled to show all the
effort they've put into practicing their races and dance.
Let's work together to make it a fun and rewarding day for
everyone!

Throughout November, we'll also be learning about the flow
of our daily routines. Together, we'll explore questions like:
What is the order of our daily activities? How do we prepare
for something new? The children will think about not only
what we do each day, but also how and why we do it. This
will naturally lead into an introduction to time and clocks,
helping the children begin to understand sequencing and
the passage of time.

To wrap up the month, we'll celebrate with our class
birthday party and a fun cooking activity — two joyful

highlights the children always look forward to!

Nov 5™ - Sports Day

Nov 10™ - Emergency Drill
Nov 12" - Birthday Party
Nov 26™ - Cooking
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OCTOBER'S
THEME:

HELPING FRIENDS/
CELEBRATING ME

SEAHORSE CLASS

LEARNING

lin October, the Seahorses explored Halloween, space, and the change of season. The children

had a wonderful time making Halloween crafts, especially creating their own trick-or-treat bags,

which they used to collect stickers and candy during our classroom party. Everyone enjoyed
showing off their costumes and seeing their friends and teachers dressed up, too!

We also learned exciting space vocabulary and had lots of fun singing and dancing to “On a

Silver Rocket Ship.” In English, the children continued practicing how to use articles (a, an, the) to

speak in full sentences.

It was a fantastic month filled with fun, creativity, and excitement!

Fine Motor Skill Stations & Physical Education:

This month, the children practiced picking up small objects, threading, and cutting both straight

and curved lines. They also focused on using crayons and colored pencils with the correct grip,
using their helper hand, and maintaining good posture while working. The children have begun
tracing dotted lines and curves, showing growing control, coordination, and confidence in their
fine motor skills.

In P.E., the children enjoyed a variety of obstacle courses that involved jumping, climbing,
balancing, and crawling. They also practiced their Sports Day dance, game, and relay race,
preparing enthusiastically for our big day at the arenal!

Social and Emotional Learning (SEL):

We have been encouraging the children to continue sharing kindly and speaking politely with
their friends. It's wonderful to see how much progress they've made — often using gentle
reminders such as “Be nice, please” or “Sit down and drink, please.” These small but thoughttul
actions show how caring and considerate they've become. The children are getting along
beautifully, helping one another, and creating a warm and positive classroom atmosphere every

day.

Japanese:

LK HMERLDITURICHED £ LT,
BAEY S XATIE. TAEIBEORDTF
Tl ® TBRAENR] ZRo7D &
HOERZ2FUE LT, REEEDDL
DDOEZTVWT, I—FZzRELH L.
RT3 DRIE? 1 CECE TRD
B! ] LEZTNBESICRDEL
Tco % BldHalloween Party @h'% D £ L
fco BREISAT T —FaF®/N—
TNTxH2) ZR LB F LT
As the weather gets cooler, we can truly feel
that autumn has arrived! In Japanese class, we
“Under the
Spreading Chestnut Tree” and “Obento Bus,”

sang seasonal songs such as

while learning new autumn vocabulary. The
children also practiced opposite words and
now understand their meanings well. Everyone
had lots of fun dancing to “Rock-Paper-
Scissors Pumpkin,” a lively song perfect for the

season!

WHAT'S ON _________REMINDERS

Note to Families:

Vocabulary:

NOVEMBER'S THEME:
SEASONS AND CELEBRATIONS / AUTUMN

HOW WE EXPRESS OURSELVES

Seasonal Vocab: fall/autumn, harvest, thanksgiving,
turkey, leaves, pie, jacket, acorn, pine cone
Occupations: cashier, postman, driver,

Woi’rer/woi’rress, musician, artist, player
- | like ... - It/this/that is ...

- | want a/to be a... . Please

- May | ...7 Yes, you may/No, you may not

e Please regularly check both Lookmee and Class
Dojo for important updates to help ensure a
smooth school experience for your child.

e We kindly ask that you bring your child to school
before 9:15, as that is when we begin our Circle
Time lesson. Arriving on time helps your child start
the day smoothly and join in all the fun and learning
with friends.

In November, we will focus on seasons and celebrations, the beauty of autumn,
and our new Unit of Inquiry theme, “How We Express Ourselves.” The children will
enjoy making autumn-themed crafts, including one that involves collecting
leaves from the park. We will also learn about the months of each season and
the special days we celebrate throughout the year.

We will continue exploring places and occupations, learning the names of
different places around town and the people who work there. The children will
also discover how we can express ourselves through art, music, and
communication. In addition, we will learn about the Japanese tradition of
Shichi-Go-San, exploring its meaning and importance as part of our cultural
understanding.

As the weather grows colder, we look forward to noticing more signs of winter
and preparing for one of our favorite times of the year — Christmas!




OC

AARBOURFRONT INTERNATIONAL $SCHOOL

PER TN
v o 4 Lo =y
. W, 2=
b 4

S ™
= R W= =~

e

? WE ARE LEARNING... OCTOBER’S THEME: SHARIN%OR\')IE PLANET

ctober was a month of exploration, teamwork, and discovery! The

arbours became young scientists — collecting leaves, touching sand,

nd learning the difference between living and non-living things.
e took a trip to Utsubo Park to see what nature looks like in the real
orld, and back at school, we planted our own cat grass and acorns.
ur sensory centers transformed into nature labs filled with textures,
olors, and curiosity.

he children have started expressing their observations, proudly

aying:

The leaf is soft!” % “The rock is hard!” & “My plant is growing!”
ctober was a month of exploration, teamwork, and discovery! The

arbours became young scientists — collecting leaves, touching san
nd learning the difference between living and non-living things.

WHAT’S GOING ON

Japanese

A8 172z 0 o RO -
%TBE%E?%%?*E“%%@'B 'g\lz_; D J:b?'i7§é7 23T e Check ClassDojo for daily photos and updates on
TUWBRFEHEDZEPRRSNE T, our building progress

SUEFITIE, iﬁb,% TULWHEZES D, @%%%TFOT D% e As the weather cools, please send jackets labeled
;:ED FLllco TMDEZMOT"FIOFILTAH~EMZRLFL with your child’s name

5%\73‘7‘0)%%32%3'@01\ —D—DODXFZzBTRELILD. EDE e Don't forget: Our new unit — Sharing the Planet
?E;J‘Eﬁ%ééaggﬁ' LTVWET, ESTIFEZDORANEZITSLS 2
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UOI THEME : HOW THE WORLD WORKS
LearninG ... JIFRERRERSEERE JAPANESE ...

October was a month of change and adaptation for Ocean Class. The children warmly welcomed a new homeroom teacher | | B EBDFKDOIMICMA . TLHDEFHRKI ZRVE LT WBWVWSBREBFBORFIZH >
and began an exciting new Unit of Inquiry. With a continued focus on developing self-regulation and social skills, learners 720 CABRICHECHZRMLIED LE LT, ICIBEAREDOT —LTHSARHRK T8N
have been encouraged to be open-minded, caring, and principled in their daily interactions. It has been wonderful to see BNZ ‘—mH‘J P TB5 L;_@ SHOI OF—LELTEUELI, BRESLOMNEL
steady growth in each child — both as an individual and as a valued member of our learning community. ZRLBBD5. L_‘5/‘1?§ﬁ‘:*ﬁw’? l’TC‘J_: Jli&ﬂff“fdﬁ\ ‘Jjo_)t LzfED& L7 3
Inquiry — =TI EZ—ICBHRATVKDZRELEZSICHKDZENESNE LT,

In our Inquiry lessons, we built on the children’s prior knowledge to explore natural cycles and changes in our environment,
such as day and night and the changing seasons. Following the children’s curiosity, we also embarked on a learning journey
about plants — discovering how they grow, what they need to live, and how they transform across the seasons.
Mathematics
In Mathematics, we focused on strengthening foundational number skills. The children practiced writing numbers neatly and
accurately, recognizing numbers and their values, and working with simple addition within 10. These activities are helping
build a solid understanding of number concepts and growing confidence in mathematical thinking.

Literacy

In Literacy, our focus has been on communication and language development. The children practiced expressing their
feelings through words, sharing ideas clearly, and listening carefully to others. They also worked on asking meaningful
questions to encourage respectful and effective communication.

For Phonics, Reading, and Writing, we continued to strengthen foundational skills — recognizing letter sounds accurately,
identifying specific sounds within blended words, and improving handwriting to ensure letters are formed neatly and correctly.
We will keep building on these skills in the coming month so that every learner feels confident and secure in their
understanding.
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UOI THEME : HOW THE WORLD WORKS
COMING UP ..

This month, our learners will continue their inquiry into living things, exploring how different creatures live, grow, and

. : L. < ; , s
IMPORTANT DATES ® <~ REMINDERS

* Please check ClassDojo every day for updates,

change, and making connections to their own growth and development. Through transdisciplinary learning Nov 5" - Sports Day messages, and reminders from the Ocean Class
experiences, they will also investigate natural cycles in the environment and how these cycles relate to themselves Nov 10" - Bir'l'hday qu-l-y teachers 'GS well as important school notices
and the world around them. N th . ' )

ov 12" - Emergency Drill o P Hi tici dina at home t
The children will inquire into what supports growth, including where our food comes from and how it reaches our geney ease confintie practicing reading at home 1o

plates. Through these hands-on experiences, we aim to nurture a deeper appreciation for food, encourage Nov 19th - Cooking Class support your child’s learning.

curiosity about healthy choices, and help learners understand the important connections between living things, Nov 28th - Aquarium Trip * Show & Tell runs *hroughow November - please
growth, and well-being. send your photos to Ms. Adi via ClassDojo.
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K3 SKY CLASS AND GRADE 1

WHAT'S ON

K3/G1 UNIT OF INQUIRY HOW THE WORLD WORKS - MATERIALS

Wrapping Up Our UOI: Transportation and Transformation

October began with the final lessons from our “Transportation and Transformation” unit, where
students explored how the movement of people and goods affects communities and the
environment.

This inquiry grew into something truly creative as students began imagining and designing their
own transforming vehicles — inspired by real-life innovations and their visit on the Osaka Duck
Tour (a bus that becomes a boat!).

Our New UOI: How the World Works - Materials

Midway through October, we began tuning in to our new Unit of Inquiry under the

transdisciplinary theme “How the World Works.” Our focus is on Materials — discovering how they
look, feel, and change!
Students have already started exploring in our new “Material Discovery Lab,” where they touch,
test, and sort mystery objects by their textures and properties. This inquiry will help students to:

e Explore different types of materials (soft, hard, shiny, rough).

e Investigate how materials change when they are bent, mixed, or heated.

e Understand cause and effect through simple experiments.
The classroom is now filled with curiosity, excitement, and a few fun, messy experiments too!
Thank you for your continued support and enthusiasm — we can't wait to see what new
discoveries November brings as we continue our journey with materials!

COMING UP: HOW THE
WORLD WORKS

TThis October, we began our new inquiry

exploring how materials behave and
change! The children are learning to be
curious scientists as they investigate and
discover through hands-on experiments and
play.
They will learn:
e What different materials are like (solid,
liquid, gas)
e How some changes can be reversed —
and some cannot
e What happens when we mix or combine
materials
Through these engaging experiences, the
children are observing, testing, and
discovering how the world works — one fun

experiment at a time!

iPads are charged and
lbbrought to school.
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OUR LEARNING JOURNEY: GRADE 1

Mathematics

Our Grade 1learners have successfully completed Chapter 1: Numbers 1-10,
where they strengthened their understanding of number recognition,
counting, sequencing, and comparing quantities. The children can now
confidently read, write, and represent numbers using objects, pictures, an
symbols.

We are now moving on to Chapter 2: Addition and Subtraction within 10,
where students will learn to solve real-world problems using these
operations. Through hands-on activities, stories, and visual models, learners
will explore how numbers work together in everyday situations — such as
sharing snacks, combining groups, and finding differences. This chapter will
help them build strong problem-solving skills and deepen their confidence
in mathematical thinking.

Looking Ahead:

Next, the children will begin learning about fact families — discovering how
addition and subtraction are connected and how number relationships can
help them solve problems more efficiently.

zoig, BROR

LEWRH "

CeAfen T BTy TREIEREL T

537, LyAYORTET Y

S o THBLTWET
:‘%(E’C“:E)\ HOER LT

123 LW 3o

*ER HI-THECEHLYT
VWEL JL < RERE) - TSI
BRHFEETVWEECES. &
FELVW=L XY,

Enrichment Class

Grade 1students have Enrichment Class every afternoon, where they focus
on independent learning in Mathematics and Literacy. During this time,
children work at their own pace, apply what they've learned, and engage in
activities that strengthen their problem-solving, reading, and writing skills.

Japanese

10AI1E. TKLBE<HI ¥ TLESELBEAR] OXEZGHA I LT, TKLHLCHI TR BRPESBAMOSITFEZRVWENIRBH SHAE Lo RERICFZDRL
TIRFEFTEIT— Z. =1 2927 3L IKUEBKBICESLBELVWARLLRD! | TRERIFEVWEHEB-TBHLRED! 1 . shthBERLAED SE
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