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Highlights at Harbourfront International School
Culture, Safety and Celebrations

Dear Harbourfront Families, Safety Drills: Intruder & Earthquake

As we move through February and begin to feel the early signs of spring, the ~ Safety continues to be a priority at Harbourfront. Students

Harbourfront learning community continues to grow through meaningful participated in both intruder and earthquake drills, practicing calm

experiences, shared traditions, and important life skills across all age groups.  responses and listening carefully to teacher guidance. These age-
Setsubun Celebration appropriate drills help build awareness, confidence, and

This month, students also explored the Japanese tradition of Setsubun, responsibility.

learning about seasonal change and cultural customs. Through storytelling
and activities, children experienced how traditions bring communities

together and mark new beginnings.
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Highlights at Harbourfront International School
Performance Day: A Moment to Shine
Our students stepped onto the stage with confidence and joy, showing teamwork, responsibility, and growing independence.
Performance Day was more than a show—it was a celebration of their communication skills and self-belief.
Thank you to all our families for your support and encouragement. Seeing the children shine with pride as you cheered them on made the

day truly special. We are so proud of every child!
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Classroom Spotlight: Seahorse Class Classroom Spotlight: Seahorse Class

Our Seahorse Class continues to embody the IB Learner Profile In Harbour Class, center time offers a variety of differentiated

through their curiosity, kindness, and growing confidence as young experiences in arts, literacy, music, and movement, allowing

learners. Even at this early age, they are becoming thoughtful students to explore their interests while developing independence

and creativity.

communicators and caring friends.

_ Open-Minded '

March Events

This month also brings some fun and meaningful school-wide events:
e 4 - Sumo Stable Field Trip (Kinder and Grade 1 Classes)

5 - Dr. Praying Mantis (Guest Speaker)

9 - Safety Dirill: Fire Drill

11 - School Assembly (Birthday Celebrations)
16-19 - Cooking Class Week Learner Profile: Reflective & Open-minded

23- K3 & G1 Performance Day & School Year End Party ATL Skills focus: Research Skills
24-27 - Spring School
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Theme Activity:

This month, we focused on weather and how it
affects our lives. We observed how the world
changes with the seasons. We also practiced
dancing, singing, and playing the bells for our
Performance Day show, Walking in the Jungle.

English:
We continue to learn useful English vocabulary and
phrases through play and song.

Japanese:
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Centers:
We used different types of play and toys to

practice fine motor skills and build hand strength.

Social and Emotional Learning (SEL):

We learned how our actions can affect how others

feel and react.

February’s Theme - Weather and Temperature

This month, we have been thinking about the weather and
temperature. Is today hot or cold? What should we wear when we go
outside? What clothes do we need for different weather and
seasons? We also talked about how nature changes as the seasons
change, using what we see at the park as an example.

On February 3rd, we had our Setsubun party. The children were very
brave and threw balls at the ogres. We then made our own ogre
masks so the children could pretend to be ogres too. For Valentine's
Day, we made a cute heart craft. Our cooking activity this month was
also Valentine’s Day-themed.

The Starfish class practiced for almost two months for their
Performance Day, and we are so proud of their accomplishment. It
has been amazing to watch their confidence grow as they became
more comfortable with the show, Walking in the Jungle. Thank you for
your support!

COMING UP

March - Cause and Effect

This month, we will talk about cause and effect. We will
first look at how it works with objects, such as pushing a
chair or throwing a ball. Then we will explore how our
actions can affect our friends. Which actions cause which
emotions in others? We can choose to be kind and create
positive effects.

This month, we will celebrate Hinamatsuri with a school
party. Ria's birthday is in March, and we are looking
forward to her Open Day. The weather will be getting
warmer, and we will look out for seasonal changes at the
park.

There is only one more month of Starfish left! Let's keep

working hard as we prepare to level up to Seahorse class.

REMINDERS

March 3rd - Hina Matsuri Party

March 6th - Birthday Party

March 9th - Emergency Drill

March 20th - National Holiday

March 23rd - Goodbye Party

March 24th - 27th - Spring School
March 30th - April 5th - Spring Holiday




FEBRUARY'S HELPING FRIENDS,
THEME: CELEBRATING ME

LEARNING

February was a wonderful and exciting month for the Seahorses. We Japanese:

celebrated Setsubun by making themed crafts and bravely throwing beans || S BIZEIODHD"BD/IN V' R'EEZT"HFH 7D
to drive the demons away. The children also enjoyed Valentine’s Day by BHRICDOVWTHFEUVE LT BDIARY FTIK"RIF
learning a song and making Valentine's cards. GM "L ERDS R EZRITTWE Lic, BAEE
During circle time, we explored language by practicing past, present, and || OEETIE. 5|ZHI V5L B PRMTROF V%
future tense verbs. We also learned about food groups, animal EHTWET, LLDDTITH. 7F7v>ah—FR
classifications, and places in our community, such as drugstores, ERTERBCENTITIELEL! SRRTIL—

supermarkets, and restaurants. It was lovely to hear the children using these YNRTY ERESTALLDDITBEN—ILDD | o
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There was Setsubun this month, and we sang “Oni’s |

place names when sharing about their weekends.
We continued preparing for Performance Day and were very proud of the

children’s efforts on stage. We also talked about moving up to Harbour class
Pants” and “Bean Soki” while learning about the

Setsubun tradition. At the Setsubun event, the children
threw balls while crying and shouting, “Go away!” to

next year, helping them feel excited and confident about the transition.
February was full of learning, courage, and teamwork, and we look forward
to many more joyful moments together.

Fine Motor Skill Stations & Physical Education:

The children continued practicing grasping small objects, threading, and

the demons.

During Japanese time, we continued learning about

hiragana and opposite words. Little by little, the

cutting both straight and curved lines children were able to answer by looking at the

Social and Emotional Learning (SEL):

flashcards. This month, we also enjoyed group play with

We have been encouraging the children to continue sharing kindly and rules, such as Fruit Basket.

MARCH’S THEME: SEASONS AND CELEBRATIONS / SPRING
HOW WE EXPRESS OURSELVES

speaking politely with their friends. It's wonderful to see how much progress Compared to the beginning of the year, | feel they have

they've made, often using gentle reminders.

grown and developed a deeper understanding.

WHAT'S ON _________REMINDERS

For the month of March, we will focus on reflection and reminding

the children of all the things we learned and the fun experiences

Vocabulary: Note to Families:"(PLEASE READ)" we shared throughout the year. We will celebrate Hinamatsuri and
Seasonal Words: spring, warm, windy, rainy, cloudy, * Please regularly check both Lookmee and Class enjoy making crafts for the first month of spring. We will also learn
sunny, breeze, puddle, rainbow Dojo for important updates to help ensure a about St. Patrick’s Day and how it is celebrated around the world.
Plants & Animals: flower, blossom, bud, leaf, grass, smooth school experience for your child. This will also be a time to talk with the children and prepare them

butterfly, bee, ladybug, caterpillar, bird, nest, egg * We kindly ask that you bring your child to school for the expectations of the coming year, as the program will
Events & Feelings: St. Patrick’s Day, green, lucky, before 9:15, as that is when we begin our Circle become more academic and they will be encouraged to be more
shamrock. parade. new, arow. baby. outside Time lesson. Arriving on time helps your child start independent. Although we feel a little sad that this will be our last
' P ' r Grow, Y the day smoothly and join in all the fun and learning , : o

month in the Seahorses class, we will do our best to finish the

with friends.

year strong!
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Inquiry:

We are exploring different emotions and how they
look, sound, and feel. The children are beginning to
understand each emotion and how people may move
from one feeling to another throughout the day. We
have focused on the main emotions—joy, fear, anger,
disgust, and sadness—and discussed situations that
might cause these feelings. Through stories, role-play,
and discussions, the children are learning how to
recognize emotions in themselves and others, as well
as ways to express their feelings in a healthy and
respectful way.

Mathematics:

In math, we have been focusing on patterns,

The children explore different types of patterns and
learn to identify what comes next. They are also
practicing recognizing and comparing shapes based
on their size, sides, and attributes. Through worksheets
and hands-on activities, the children are developing
their logical thinking and problem-solving skills.
Literacy:

In English, we are strengthening the children’s phonics
skills by practicing letter sounds and blending them to
read simple words. The children are also working on
their handwriting to make their letters clearer and
properly formed. As their confidence grows, they are
beginning to read simple books and understand how
to sound out unfamiliar words while developing their
early reading comprehension skills.

Ki HARBOUR CLASS

comparing shapes, and sorting and classifying objects.

WE ARE LEARNING... HOW WE EXPRESS OURSELVES

JAPANESE
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* Please check ClassDojo for daily photos and updates
* We will go to the Sumo excursion on March 4th

* Spring school is from March 24th to 27th.

* Goodbye party will be March 23rd but we'll have a normal
school day.
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UOI THEME : WHO WE ARE
LEARNING ... JAPANESE ..

This month, much of our inquiry learning centred around our Performance Day. The students were actively involved in 2R3, TEE3 &) & <o) MOEFE) L, LOFMOERICACIAFLHE LT RIRIC
EWESIBBLHD. SMNEVTRFOUSICEZDOETELES ICRETINEENR SN, FH
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every stage of the creative process. Together, we selected the story, developed movements, edited lines, designed

costumes, and helped create props for the stage. The performance was a collaborative effort that reflected teamwork, 5| HY. TEORORESICEFARICHEDESE L. FOAIIEER L. KEBH

creativity, and student agency in Ocean Class. We hope you enjoyed watching the children showcase their learning LENSTo7=hr. RETEILEZLOFCHIEBDORNENRNT L ) XFOFEETIE. H

and growing confidence. BBV ZRBLTOSHBROEEEZLLD. TUYFTEDORFIZE<ARBEZLLODLE LT,

Inquiry Mol M50 58] BEQNSVITICHN. L LT DBEEED > TXTIHLEBFHR
bNTVET,

After learning about what celebrations involve, we explored the reasons behind celebrations and how they connect to

o
people and communities. Learners compared different countries by looking at their music, traditional clothing, foods, & ,
and dances. They also made connections to Japanese culture, strengthening their open-mindedness and cultural
awareness.

Mathematics

Students continued to strengthen their counting skills (1-100 in 2s, 5s, and 10s), number recognition, and addition. We
also reviewed positional language and intfroduced mathematical symbols such as greater than (>), less than (<), and
equal to (=).

Literacy

We provided more opportunities for independent reading. During centre activities, students practiced letter
recognition, word formation, and blending sounds. We also continued working on sight words and CVC words while

developing correct letter formation through our Alphabet Book work.

e [ ; ; / ,‘.' 31 & i | | \
UOI THEME : WHO WE ARE
COMING UP
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IMPORTANT DATES ® >~ REMINDERS
March will be our final month together as Ocean Class before the students transition to Sky Class in April. This month, we will Mar 3" - Hina Matsuri Festival * Please check ClassDojo every day for updates,
focus on strengthening key skills to support a smooth and confident transition. We are incredibly proud of the growth we have || Mar 4™ - Sumo Excursion messages, and reminders from the Ocean Class
witnessed and feel grateful to have shared this journey with your children. Mar 6™ - Birthday Party teachers, as well as important school notices.
To conclude our Unit of Inquiry on celebrations, students will design and organise their own Ocean Class Festival for the school || Mar 9" - Emergency Drill * Please continue practicing reading at home to
community. Through this experience, they will develop creativity, organisation, teamwork, communication, and perseverance. || Mar 23 - Goodbye Party support your child’s learning.
We will also hold a special cooking activity, where students will make pancakes, inspired by the British Pancake Day Mar 24™ to 27t - Spring School e For our upcoming cooking activity, please keep an
celebration, a choice decided through an anonymous class vote. Mar 30" to Apr 5" - Spring Break eye on ClassDojo for additional information and
We look forward to ending our Ocean journey with joy and meaningful learning experiences together. important details, which will be shared soon.
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K3 SKY CLASS AND GRADE 1 \

SHARING THE PLANET

Inquiry

We are learning all about habitats and animals. The children are discovering
where different animals live and how they survive in environments such as deserts,
rainforests, oceans, the polar regions, and the tundra. We are discussing how
animals adapt to their habitats, including how they find food, stay safe, and
protect themselves from the weather. The children are asking thoughtful
questions, sharing what they already know, and making exciting connections
about how animals live in different parts of the world.

Literacy

In Literacy, the children are creating their own animal research information
sheets. They are learning how to look for simple facts about animals, organize
their ideas, and write short sentences to share what they have learned about their
chosen animal. They are also practicing using descriptive words and labels to
explain where the animal lives, what it eats, and interesting facts about it.

Math (K3)

In Math, we are working with numbers up to 100. The children are practicing
counting forward and backward, recognizing number patterns, and identifying
numbers in different ways. Through games, number activities, and hands-on
learning, they are building confidence with larger numbers and developing a
stronger understanding of how numbers work.

COMING UP

March will be our final month together. We will be saying goodbye to our K3
students and celebrating their growth during Performance Day for K3 and
Grade 1. The children have been practicing very hard and doing their best to
showcase their skills and dances. We look forward to sharing this special
moment with everyone.

Bring your homework
pouch to school everyday.

Don't forget your
hankerchief and drink
bottles.

Charge iPads and
headphones before
school.
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OUR LEARNING JOURNEY: GRADE 1

Mathematics

Our Grade 1students are focusing on numbers up to 20 using
a concrete-pictorial-abstract (CPA) approach. They begin by
using hands-on materials such as counters, cubes, and number
cards to build and count numbers. Next, they represent their
thinking with drawings or number models, and finally they
practice working with numbers and symbols independently.
Through activities such as counting forward and backward,
comparing numbers, ordering them on a number line, and
exploring simple place value, students are developing a
deeper understanding of how numbers work. We also practice
recognizing number patterns and solving simple addition and
subtraction problems. This approach helps strengthen number
sense and builds confidence as students prepare for more
advanced math concepts.

[ 8 | | =

Each day, we practice our
math skills with a quick activity
called Number of the Day.

Students explore one number
in different ways—by breaking
it apart, using place value,

it and creating simple equations.
T — This helps build strong number
| sense and confidence in math!

Japanese
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